
CITY OF VERONA 
MINUTES 

COMMON COUNCIL 
June 27, 2016 

Verona City Hall 
 

1. Mayor Hochkammer called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
3. Roll call: Alderpersons Luke Diaz, Mac McGilvray, Heather Reekie, Scott Stewart, Brad Stiner 

and Evan Touchett present. Alderpersons Doyle and Linder are absent and excused. Also in 
attendance: Finance Director Cindy Engelke, Todd Taves of Ehlers & Associates, Public 
Works Director Theran Jacobson, Police Chief Bernie Coughlin, Attorney Meg Vergeront, 
Carla Fischer PE, and City Clerk Ellen Clark.  

4. Public Comment: None 
5. Approval of Minutes from the June 13, 2016 Common Council meeting: Motion by Reekie, 

seconded by McGilvray, to approve the minutes of the June 13, 2016 Common Council 
meeting. Motion carried 6-0.  

6. Mayor’s Business:  

 The mayor thanked the department heads and staff for stepping up to the plate in 
the absence of a city administrator. 

 The groundbreaking ceremony for the Verona Area Community Theater was held on 
Friday, June 17th. They are looking forward to breaking ground in early July. 

7.   Engineer’s Report: 

 Northern Lights/N. Nine Mound Road Construction: 
The contractor is currently placing base course and preparing for curb and gutter. 

 Church Street, S. Marietta Street, and Grove Avenue Reconstruction:  
Church Street and Grove Avenue were milled on June 24th, and contractors started 
digging today. The area is heavily congested with utilities, so the digging may be a 
little bit slow moving, but it is proceeding as expected. 

 Community Park and Park Lane Parking Lot Construction: 
Both parking lots are paved. A small section of sidewalk may be reworked. 

 2016 Street Rehabilitation Project: 
A public information meeting is scheduled for June 30th. Construction is scheduled to 
begin July 5th. 

8.   Committee Reports: 
       A.   Finance Committee  

(1) Discussion and Possible Action Re:  Payment of Bills. McGilvray stated that a quorum 
was not available for the Finance Committee. He is presenting the bills for payment. 
Motion by McGilvray, seconded by Diaz, to pay the bills in the amount of 
$451,958.69. Motion carried 6-0. 

(2) Discussion and Possible Action Re:  Resolution No. R-16-032 Authorizing the Issuance          
      and Sale of $9,890,000 General Obligation Promissory Notes, Series 2016A. Motion 
      by McGilvray, seconded by Touchett, to approve Resolution No. R-16-032        



       Authorizing the Issuance and Sale of $9,890,000 General Obligation Promissory   
       Notes, Series 2016A. On May 23, 2016, the City Council approved a resolution     
       providing for the sale of approximately $9,890,000 General Obligation Notes.  
       Todd Taves, Ehlers & Associates, spoke regarding the promissory note issuance and 
       sale. Taves stated that the winning bid was from Mesirow Financial, Inc., of Chicago. 
       The true interest rate is 1.3669%. The issue size was reduced from $9,890,000 to     
       $9,755,000 because the cost of issuance was reduced, the City received a premium  
       on the notes, and the underwriting allowance amount was less than expected. The    
       City’s Moody’s Investors Service Report was positive, with no concerns. McGilvray  
       made an amendment to the motion on the table to reflect the new issuance size of  
       $9,755,000. Touchett noted that the second agreed with the amendment. On roll  
       call: All Aye. Resolution No. R-16-032 is incorporated in these minutes as       
       Attachment A. 

       B.   Public Works Sewer & Water Committee 
(1)  Discussion and Possible Action Re:  Ordinance No. 16-876 Amending Title 9,  
       Chapter 2 – Sewer Utility Regulations and Rates – of the Code of Ordinances, City of  
       Verona, Wisconsin. Motion by Touchett, seconded by McGilvray, to approve  
 Ordinance No. 16-876 Amending Title 9, Chapter 2 – Sewer Utility Regulations and  
 Rates – of the Code of Ordinances, City of Verona, Wisconsin. A sewer rate study  
 conducted by Baker Tilley indicates that an increase in sewer rates is recommended.  
 A two-step rate increase is proposed to take effect on July 1, 2016 and January 1,  
 2017. The City of Verona has not increased their sewer rates since 2012. The  
 average rate increase for a residential customer is $4.85 monthly. The amendment  
 also provides the authorization of the Director of Public Works to annually increase  
 sewer rates that the City encounters from Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District  
 (MMSD). McGilvray stated with the mechanism put into place with this ordinance,  
 we won’t have to make adjustments in big steps like this going forward. Motion  
 carried 6-0. 

 (2)  Discussion and Possible Action Re:  Consulting Services Agreement with AECOM for 
 Traffic Signals Design at the Intersection of W. Verona Avenue/West End Circle/ 

  Westridge Parkway. Motion by Touchett, seconded by Diaz, to approve the 
Consulting Services Agreement with AECOM for traffic signals design at the 
intersection of W. Verona Avenue/West End Circle/Westridge Parkway contingent 
upon approval of the amendment to the existing developers agreement with Vanta 
relative to the costs of traffic lights, professional services, construction and 
scheduling. Total estimated fees are not to exceed $18,000. Motion carried 6-0. 

 (3) Discussion and Possible Action Re:  Change Order No. 1 for Community Park Parking 
Lot Reconstruction and Park Lane Parking Lot Construction Project. Motion by 
Touchett, seconded by McGilvray, to approve Change Order No. 1 for the 
Community Park Parking Lot Reconstruction and Park Lane Parking Lot Construction 
Project.  Excavation of unsuitable soils and placement of crushed aggregate base 
course was required to provide adequate support for the pavement structure at 
Park Lane parking lot, at a cost of $41,726.13. The new contract value is 
$370,685.73. Motion carried 6-0. 



 (4) Discussion and Possible Action Re:  Amendment No. 1 for Professional Services with 
Ayres Associates for Project ID 5796-10-00, Old CTH PB Branch Badger Mill Creek 
Bridge. Motion by Touchett, seconded by Diaz, to approve Amendment No. 1 for 
Professional Services with Ayres Associates for Project ID 5796-10-00, Old CTH PB 
Branch Badger Mill Creek Bridge. The amendment expands the scope of services to a 
separate agreement, increasing the cost by $11,351.90. The new contract value is 
$64,943.39. Motion carried 6-0. 

 (5) Discussion and Possible Action Re:  Resolution No. R-16-033 Relocation Order and 
 Determination of Necessity for County Highway M/County Highway PD Intersection 
 Project Contingent on the Environmental Document Being Signed. Motion by 
 Touchett, seconded by Reekie, to approve Resolution No. R-16-033 Relocation 
 Order and Determination of Necessity for County Highway M/County Highway PD 
 Intersection Project Contingent on the Environmental Document Being Signed. This 
 resolution approves the transportation project plat, allows City staff to work on 
 acquisition of portions of the Endres and Midthun properties, acts as the City’s 
 relocation order for the project, and confirms that the project is necessary and for a 
 public purpose. Staff will be bringing an additional relocation order related to the 
 larger project to the Common Council for approval at a later date. Motion  

  carried 6-0. 
 (6) Discussion and Possible Action Re:  Agreement for Land Transfer Due to 

Inadvertently Installed Storm Sewer at West End Development. Motion by Touchett, 
seconded by Diaz, to approve the Agreement for Land Transfer between the Verona 
Area School District, The West End, LLC, and the City of Verona, due to inadvertently 
installed storm sewer at West End Development. The West End, LLC inadvertently 
constructed a portion of storm water improvements on land owned by the Verona 
Area School District. By this agreement, the school district is deeding land to the city, 
so that all of the storm water improvements are located on city land that is 
dedicated for storm water purposes. The West End is paying the school district for 
this land. Motion carried 6-0.   

  Alder Touchett stated that tonight’s Public Works Sewer & Water Committee 
meeting was the last meeting for retiring Director of Public Works, Ron Reider. 
Mayor Hochkammer stated that we wanted to recognize Mr. Reider tonight. He has 
been with us for a long time, and has done a great job for the City. He will be missed 
by everyone. 

  Touchett stated that during discovery processes of the downtown streetscape 
process, it was discovered that we will not be able to just remill the streets, as 
originally planned. Instead, we will have to replace the streets. This discovery delays 
the downtown streetscape project by another year. Mayor Hochkammer stated that 
elements of the streetscaping will be done this year. We feel it is proper to do it 
right the first time, rather than use a band-aid approach. Touchett stated the 
memorial and other aesthetic items will be completed this year.  

       C.   Public Safety & Welfare Committee 
 (1) Discussion and Possible Action Re:  A Special Event Permit for Hop Haus Brewing 

   Company, LLC, for a Charity Fundraiser on Saturday, July 23, 2016 from Phil Hoechst. 



  Motion by Stewart, seconded by Reekie, to approve a Special Event Permit for Hop 
  Haus Brewing Company, LLC, for a Charity Fundraiser on Saturday, July 23, 2016, 
  contingent upon proper proof of liability insurance listing the City of Verona as an  
  additional insured, and adding a city police officer for the hours of 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.  
  Diaz asked about the reason for adding a police officer. Chief Coughlin stated we  
  try to do that for any event that involves the serving of alcohol. Motion carried 6-0.  

 (2) Discussion and Possible Action Re:  A Temporary Premise Description Amendment  
 for the Hop Haus Brewing Company, LLC’s Class “B” Beer and Reserve “Class B”  

  Intoxicating Liquor Licenses. Motion by Stewart, seconded by Reekie, to approve a   
  temporary premise description amendment for the Hop Haus Brewing Company,  
  LLC’s Class “B” Beer and Reserve “Class B” Intoxicating Liquor Licenses on Saturday,   
  July 23, 2016 to include the business’s front parking lot, located at 231 S. Main  

  Street, contingent upon proper proof of liability insurance listing the City of Verona 
as an additional insured, and adding a city police officer for the hours of 7 p.m. to  

  10 p.m. Motion carried 6-0. 
 (2) Discussion and Possible Action Re:  Liquor License Application for Cahoot’s, Inc. 

d/b/a Cahoot’s, 102 Railroad Street, for the 2016-2017 Licensing Period. Motion by 
Stewart, seconded by Reekie, to grant the liquor license for Cahoot’s, Inc., d/b/a  

  Cahoot’s, 102 Railroad Street, for the 2016-2017 licensing period, contingent upon 
correction of noted building inspection violations by July 10, 2016. Motion carried 

  5-1, with Alder McGilvray voting no. 
 (4) Discussion and Possible Action Re:  Cigarette/Tobacco License Application for 

Cahoot’s, Inc., d/b/a Cahoot’s, 102 Railroad Street, for the 2016-2017 Licensing 
Period. Motion by Stewart, seconded by Reekie, to grant the cigarette/tobacco 
license  for Cahoot’s, Inc., d/b/a Cahoot’s, 102 Railroad Street, for the 2016-2017 
licensing period, contingent upon correction of noted building inspection violations 
by July 10, 2016. McGilvray stated he would like to see the city set a policy requiring 
the inspections to be done earlier, so items such as these can be addressed before 
the license renewal date. Coughlin and Stewart agreed that looking at the 
operational aspect is a good idea. Motion carried 5-1, with Alder McGilvray 

  voting no. 
9.  Old Business 
     A.  Discussion and Possible Action Re:  Property Tax Litigation with Walgreens and Proposed 
 Settlement, Walgreen Company v. City of Verona, Dane County Case No. 15-CV-1670. 
 Motion by McGilvray, seconded by Touchett, to convene in closed session as authorized 
 by Section 19.85(1)(g) of the Wisconsin Statutes for the purpose of conferring with legal 
 counsel for the governmental body who is rendering oral or written advice concerning 
 strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to 
 become involved. The Common Council may reconvene in open session and discuss and 
 take action on the subject matter discussed in closed session. On roll call: All Aye. The 
 Council convened in closed session for this item at 7:48 p.m.  
 

CLOSED SESSION 
 



 8:00 p.m. – Alderperson Linder now present. 
 
 The Common Council reconvened in open session at 10:02 p.m. There was no action 
 taken in closed session. 

B. Discussion and Possible Action Re:  City Administrator Position. Motion by McGilvray,
 seconded by Diaz, to go into closed session as authorized by Section 19.85(1)(c) of the 
 Wisconsin Statutes for the purpose of considering employment, promotion, 
 compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which  
 the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility. The Common Council 
 may reconvene in open session and discuss and take action on the subject matter 
 discussed in closed session. On roll call: All Aye. The Council convened in closed session 
 for this item at 7:49 p.m. 

      
CLOSED SESSION 

 
 The Common Council reconvened in open session at 10:02 p.m. No action was  
 taken in closed session. 

10. New Business 
 B. Discussion and Possible Action Re:  Approval of Operator License Applications. Motion  
  by Touchett, seconded by Reekie, to approve operator licenses for Felicia Diny at  
  Cahoot’s; Daniel Gonzalez and Christopher Zimmerman at Walgreens; Madelynn   
  Revord, Kaylee Simon and Sarah Mondschein at Wisconsin Brewing Company; and  
  Michaela Topitzes at Gray’s Tied House.   
11. Announcements: None 
12. Adjournment: 

Motion by Touchett, seconded by Reekie, to adjourn at 10:04 p.m. Motion carried 6-0. 
 
 
 
        Ellen Clark 
        City Clerk 
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