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Stormwater Management Techniques



Vegetated 
biofiltration
areas filter and 
infiltrate 
rainwater, 
reducing runoff



Raingardens can infiltrate runoff 
from roofs and pavement



Biofiltration areas can fit into high 
density settings



Swale with native plants helps filter 
& infiltrate parking lot runoff

Sierra Club “Building Better II” Swales can be integrated into the landscape plan 
to hide their drainage function.





Curb cuts are another option to drain 
pavement to infiltration area



Permeable Pavement



Biofiltration can treat parking lot runoff 
at the source



Green Roofs

Sierra Club “Building Better II” – Heinz 57 Center, Pittsburg



Green Roofs

Sierra Club “Building Better II”
– Univ. North Carolina



Stormwater conveyance can incorporate 
natural features, even with steep slopes

Sierra Club “Building Better II”
– Seattle, WA



Runoff conveyance can be the 
centerpiece of a manicured setting



Open space can be 
used for stormwater 
management, native 
community 
restoration, & public 
use

Fitchburg Center 
prairie swale


